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Studio Tsunagaru exists to be a place of connection, conversation
and collaboration. Our goal is to create works of art that pursue
excellence and create points of contact with others and the
community. We are also involved in cultural exchanges through
inviting foreign artists to participate in Art Residencies at the
studio. Through these exchanges, artists are able to learn more
about Japanese culture and also share the unique aspects of their
home culture and art practice.
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Artist Statement

A family member had resentlZdied. y friend
. had been'to,e a Buddhist'priest
arrange fhe funeral. He was agked %

s "\ ' ofheavere wanted for his

i \..d d Tagrily member. Each lee] of he
LA - decBgsed TagptTy member.

o o ®aNequ ed a diffegent amount of

"..' ** 110@€y. The highet\he level of heaven, the higher
<., 9 " _athe fe@s-My friend was confused

- o

- @ " ¥ because e felthe hadeeen presented with a travel

, »-% package. It seemed\likeJggme

°® ;. kind ofgreat exchange was being offered.

/%k my friend’s experience exprésses many of
the feelings and questions that we
share. 3
What do we have to-do to get-toheaven?
How can we be sure that'the path we choose will
be successful?
Is it fairthat the rich are’able to pay more to
obtain'a higher place in.heaven than the
poor?
Is there an exchange that$aves us from hell and
makes heaven assured?
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The piece:

This piece has enabled me to work with the beauty of
designs I see in Asian art that have been a favorite of
mine. [ love the way clouds are graphically portrayed
with swirling lines and stylized clusters. The fierceness of
fire is portrayed in very solid sharp flickers, almost like
swords. The glow or aura of what is symbolic of spiritual
presence is represented by long straight lines emanating
from a central focal point.

The presence of many hands in different positions also
seem to be a major part of Oriental art.

I wanted to incorporate all these elements into this piece.

This piece is a visual expression based on my friend’s
experience and my response:

The hands are at various levels to convey different levels
of heaven offered.

The gesture of the hands reflects the exchange of giving
and taking involved for each level.

Clouds represent the heavenly realm. Fire represents the
hellish realm.

The translucent nature of glass is illuminated from within
to convey otherworldliness.

The aura emanating places the piece in the context
between the material and spiritual.

I have entitled this piece, The Great Exchange.

Through this piece, [ am representing my friend’s
experience.

I am also inviting questions that my friend’s experience
brings up.

What kind of exchange would be fair for both rich and
poor?

What kind of exchange would be sufficient for people
from every tribe, tongue and nation?

What kind of exchange would involve both justice and
mercy even for those who have done terrible things in
life?

What great exchange that is not earned or deserved makes
heaven assured?

What kind of great exchange gives peace to someone
facing uncertainty or even their mortality?

Is there an exchange that represents a more wonderful
reality than just being saved from hell and more
wonderful than just being sent to heaven?

I have learned a lot about Japanese culture while working
on this piece. I have enjoyed my conversations with
people who have curiously entered my studio and asked,
“What in the world are you making and what is it for?

I hope learning and insight about life can continue
through discussion of this work.

Sincerely,
Peter Bakelaar
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